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Dissolving Boundaries celebrates its tenth anniversary

Dissolving Boundaries is a north-south 
inter-schools Programme which uses 
ICT for teachers and pupils to work 
together.  The Programme is sponsored 
by Departments of Education on both 
sides of the border.   It is managed 
in Northern Ireland by the School 
of Education, University of Ulster, 
Coleraine and in the Republic of Ireland 
by the Education Department, National 
University of Ireland, Maynooth.  

To mark the 10th anniversary of the 
Dissolving Boundaries programme and 
to launch the most recent research 
report, ‘Cross-border digital school 
partnerships: Dissolving Boundaries 
1999-2009’, the programme team 
organised a live video-conference 
event on 20 November between the 
University of Ulster’s Jordanstown 
campus and NUI Maynooth.  Professor 
Richard Barnett, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Ulster opened the 
proceedings, welcoming all those in 
Maynooth (virtually!) to Jordanstown. 

Professor John Hughes, President 
of NUI Maynooth and a former Pro 
Vice-Chancellor for Research in the 
University of Ulster, similarly welcomed 
those in Jordanstown to Maynooth. 

Teachers and pupils from three 
Dissolving Boundaries partnerships, 
one between 2 Special schools, a 
second between 2 primary schools and 
a third involving 2 secondary schools 
presented the work they have been 
doing to the audiences in Jordanstown 
and Maynooth.  The Dissolving 
Boundaries team was also delighted 
to welcome visiting academics from 
Universities in Malawi,( Dr Mercy 
Hazima) Mozambique (Dr Eugenia 
Flora Rosa Cossa) and Uganda (Dr 
Joseph Oonyu) to the celebration.   
Some 50 people attended the event, 
believed to be the first ever to use 
video-conferencing for such a 
celebration. 

Pictured from L to R Dr Eugenia Flora Rosa Cossa, Universidade, Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo, Mozambique, 
Dr Mercy Kazima, University of Malawi, Zomba. Professor Richard Barnett, Dr Roger Austin and Dr Linda Clarke 
attending the Dissolving Boundaries celebration.

Mr Paul Mageean, Director of the 
Graduate School of Professional Legal 
Education (left), is pictured with Arthur 
Cox partner Ross Davidson and 
associate solicitor, Megan Boyd, at the 
University of Ulster’s Magee campus. 

Arthur Cox, one of Ireland’s largest law 
firms, has strengthened its links with the 
Graduate School of Professional Legal 
Education, by unveiling an annual £1,000 
prize for the leading student.  Arthur 
Cox practitioners provided a number 
of lectures on specialist subjects in the 
inaugural year and will do so again this 
year.
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Pictured L to R Ursula Reid, Robert Wasson, 
teachers in Harberton School, with pupils 
Gareth, Asher and Patrick celebrating 10 years of 
Dissolving Boundaries.

Visit by 3 Academics during a visit 
to Ulster as part of the Irish African 
Partnership for Research Capacity 
Building project, funded by Irish Aid.

Pictured from L to R back row Professor Sean 
Farren, Dr Joseph Oonyu, Makere University 
Uganda and Dr Victor McNair, School of Education.
front row Dr Eugenia Cossa, Universidade Eduardo 
Mondlane, Mozambique, Dr Mercy Hazima, 
University of Malawi, Professor Anne Moran, Dean, 
Social Sciences

Irish African Partnership 

Magee Students Law Society 
fielded a team in last month's 
McCann Fitzgerald advocacy contest 
'The Advocate' - final year students 
Sara Edge and Clare McKeegan 
won the regional heat to compete at 
the High Court in Belfast. 

Law Society 

 The award is presented to the student 
who gained the highest overall mark in 
first year in his/her faculty.  The Faculty 
of Social Sciences winner was Kristen 
Whitla from the BSc Communication, 
Advertising and Marketing programme 
in UUJ, pictured here with her Course 
Director, Dr Aodheen O’Donnell.

Alumni Award for 
Academic Excellence
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LLB students 
from Magee taking 
part in a charity 
fashion show in aid 
of 4 local charities 
(Nexus, Women's 
Aid, Rainbow Re-
homing and Child 
Contact Centre).

Charity Fashion Show 

The Honourable Mr Justice Weir (centre) spoke recently, at 
an event supported by the Law School, on entry to the legal 
profession in time of recession. The judge was giving his 
inaugural address as Honorary President of the Law Society at 
Jordanstown. Also included in the picture, from left: Dermot 
Feenan (Law School/Society Liaison), and Paul McNickle 
(President, Law Society).

ARK’s International Advisory Group met on 2 November 2009 
in Le Mon Hotel, Belfast to focus on ARK’s strategic  direction 
and plans for the ESRC Mid-Term Review.  The Advisory Group, 
chaired by Professor Ian McAllister, concluded that ‘ARK 
represents an internationally important resource for scholars 
studying all aspects of Northern Ireland society and politics.’

The meeting was followed on 3 November 2009 by the ARK 
Northern Ireland Policy Forum attended by policy makers, 
academics and representatives from the community and 
voluntary sectors.  Speakers Professor Ian Diamond, Chief 
Executive of ESRC, Dr Norman Caven, NISRA, Professor 
Monica McWilliams, NICHR and Marie Cavanagh, Gingerbread, 
highlighted some of the challenges involved in achieving the 
effective use of research but also provided further evidence of 
how important and necessary it is. 

Pictured front row: Professor Ian Diamond, Dr Norman Caven, Professor Monica 
McWilliams, Professor Ian McAllister, Marie Cavanagh.  Back Row: Professor 
James McElnay, Professor Gillian Robinson, Professor Richard Barnett.

ARK International Advisory Group and 
Northern Ireland Policy Forum

 Inaugural Address

Paula McGahey (yr 3)  
Kerri O'Neill (yr 3)

Claudia Matthews (yr 3)

Pre-Law Day
The School of Law held its second Pre Law Day on Saturday 
28 November 2009.  This was well attended by sixth  form 
students from a range of schools from all over the Province.  
Staff included both members of the School and practitioners 
as the emphasis was firmly on practical skills.  Students were 
treated to some intensive discussion concerning basic careers 
information, life as an undergraduate student and a day in the 
life of both a barrister and solicitor.  Then followed a range 
of skills based group work sessions in which all participants 
engaged most enthusiastically.  Undoubtedly the highlight of 
the day was the mock trial which, if the positive feedback is 
anything to go by, was fun and informative at the same time.  
Everyone enjoyed the day and there were no complaints about 
having to work on a Saturday.  This event which is now firmly 
fixed in our annual calendar was organised by Mrs Kathy 
Sinclair, in co-operation with School of Law staff.

Launch of new book by ARK researchers
A new book by Ann Marie Gray and Goretti Horgan ‘Figuring 
It Out: Looking Behind the Social Statistics in Northern Ireland’ 
examines a range of social policy issues.  By presenting 
statistics clearly and accompanying them with a lay friendly 
commentary, the authors aim to stimulate debate on social 
policy issues.  Launching the book at the ARK Northern Ireland 
Policy Forum on 3 November 2009 Professor Ian Diamond, 
Chief Executive of the Economic and Social Research Council, 
said the work was a ‘model of collaboration between academia 
and government’,  that it summarises and presents in one 
accessible publication the policy challenges facing Northern 
Ireland and is very much in keeping with the need for academic 
research to have impact in the wider community.  

Pictured from L to R  Dr Ann Marie Gray, Professor Ian Diamond and Goretti Horgan

University Lecturer advises Foreign and  
Commonwealth Office

Dr Paul Hainsworth, Senior Lecturer from the School 
of Criminology, Politics and Social Policy was invited to 
participate in a meeting in London with senior policy staff 
from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) on 
Thursday 22 October. The meeting was organised and 
chaired by staff from the All Party Human Rights Group 
(APHRG) at Westminster and - conducted under Chatham 
House rules - it focused on the issues of justice and 
impunity in Timor-Leste.

Paul has also recently returned from Timor-Leste where 
he  delivered a paper exploring the truth and reconciliation 
process in the troubled territory of East Timor.  He was 
welcomed to East Timor by President Jose Ramos-Horta.


